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This course equips students with practical and creative skills essential for
leading worship as a church organist. Through a combination of guided in-
struction, hands-on practice, and performance opportunities, students will de-
velop proficiency in hymn playing, service music preparation, sight-reading,
improvisation, and reharmonization. The course also introduces strategies for
accompanying choirs and soloists, planning complete services, and adapting
repertoire to real-world liturgical contexts. Students will gain experience on
the seminary's varied instruments and receive individualized feedback to sup-
port their growth. Designed for both new and returning students, the course
offers advanced challenges for those seeking deeper musical and liturgical in-
tegration, and also serves as preparation for the AGO Service Playing Certif-
icate.

k4

itz HIR

Hymn playing and repertoire performance proficiency: 40%
Accompanying Choral Anthems and Vocal/Instrumental Solos: 15%
Improvisation and Reharmonization skills: 15%

Sight-Reading proficiency: 15%; Final Performance: 15%
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The repertoire list can be found on the 2nd page (86) of the American Guild of Organists Professional
Certification Requirements booklet: https://tinyurl.com/agosyl12025
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1 9/15-19

Core Techniques for Effective Hymn
Accompaniment:

Explore effective techniques for leading
congregational singing from the organ.

2 9/22-26

Preludes and Postludes I:

Short, Effective Pieces

Learn strategies for selecting, preparing,
and adapting short repertoire pieces ap-
propriate for various liturgical moments.

3 10/6-10

Sight-Reading & Transposition

Build flexibility through key-shifting
exercises and real-time reading. Practice
with hymns, service music, and choral
scores.

4 10/13-17

Accompanying Choirs and Soloists
Registration for balance, cueing, and
following expressive tempo. Explore
sample choral accompaniments.

5 10/20-24

Improvisation I: Themed Interludes
and Transitions

Practice free and modal improvisation
using hymns and liturgical cues (offer-
tory, communion, etc.).

6 10/27-31

Hymn Reharmonization: Color and
Drama

Use alternate chords, pedal points, and
suspensions to enrich a hymn stanza.
Study examples from composers like
Paul Manz or Gerre Hancock.

7 11/3-7

Hymn Playing Masterclass I1:
Real-World Application

Practice with congregation simulations,
intros and interludes.

multiple keys, and hymn

modulations. Inclu

le hymn

8 11/10-14

Preludes and Postludes I1: Larger
Forms and Creative Adaptation
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Learn how to stretch or compress reper-
toire to fit real church time constraints.

9 11/17-21 |MIDTERMS
Putting it All Together: Planning a
Complete Service

10 11/24-28 [Plan and present music for a full liturgi-
cal order (prelude, hymns, responses,
anthem, postlude).
Final Presentation
Each student performs prepared pieces

11 12/1-5 |and demonstrates learned service skills
(hymn + postlude + sight-read + improv
or reharm).

12 12/8-12

13 12/15-19

14

15

16

17
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