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Instructor-provided handouts and examples from hymnals and modern worship collections.
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Week 1: Building a Strong
Foundation for Hymn Playing

- Exploring the musical architecture of
hymns and their underlying harmonic
language

- Developing reliable techniques for
tempo, text sensitivity, timing, and
touch

- Shaping expressive and supportive
accompaniment that encourages

confident congregational singing
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Week 2: Contemporary Worship
Piano—Style, Groove, and Flexibility
-Understanding common harmonic
patterns and voicings in contemporary
worship repertoire

-Establishing rhythmic grooves
appropriate to various worship styles

-Adjusting accompaniment in response
to tempo changes, dynamics, and

worship flow
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Week 3: Introduction to Hymn
Improvisation I—Creative
Beginnings

- Creating introductions and interludes
drawn directly from hymn melodies

- Developing spontaneous variations for
preludes, postludes, and transitions

- Applying basic improvisation concepts
to familiar hymns in practical settings

- Introduction to collaborative playing
with vocalists, choirs, and

instrumentalists
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Week 4: Hymn Improvisation II— --
-Expanding Musical Fluency
Deepening improvisational thinking
within hymn tunes

-Developing flexibility and confidence
in improvisation throughout the worship
service
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- Applying improvisation techniques to

offertory and communion settings

3/24

Week 5: Creating Hymn Interludes—
From Preparation to Spontaneity
-Designing effective pre-planned
interludes for hymns

-Transitioning from written ideas to
spontaneous musical responses
-Learning how interludes support
worship flow and congregational

engagement
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Week 6: Reharmonization of Hymns
I—Refreshing Familiar Tunes
-Introducing practical techniques for
reharmonizing common hymn
progressions

-Using harmonic color to shape mood,
emotion, and theological emphasis

-Applying foundational reharmonization

strategies to well-known hymns
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Week 7: Reharmonization of Hymns
II—Advanced Harmonic Language
-Exploring advanced reharmonization
approaches for more complex hymn
settings

-Modulating and altering harmony
while preserving hymn integrity
-Creating harmonic interest through
passing chords, substitutions, and voice

leading
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Week 8: Bridging Traditional and
Contemporary Worship Styles
-Translating hymns into a contemporary
musical language

-Surveying contemporary worship songs
rooted in traditional hymn structures
-Developing tasteful and context-
sensitive approaches for integrating

both styles within worship communities
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Week 9: Integration and
Preparation—Putting It All Together
-Refining repertoire studied throughout

the semester
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-Practicing complete hymn and song
settings with introductions, interludes,
and endings

-Preparing musically and practically for

the final presentation

Week 10: Final Project and
Performance

-Demonstrating cumulative skills
through a final performance
presentation

-Showcasing effective hymn

10 4/28 accompaniment, interludes,
reharmonized verses, and improvisation
-Reflecting musical growth in both
traditional and contemporary worship
contexts
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