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Instructor-provided handouts and examples from hymnals and modern worship collections.
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Week 1: Foundations of Worship
Piano and Hymn Leadership

- Developing confident hymn leadership
and congregational support

- Understanding harmonic function
within hymn playing

- Introduction to musical flow,
breathing, timing, and text sensitivity

- Creating effective hymn introductions

2 9/22

Week 2: Contemporary Worship
Piano—Voicings, Groove, and
Texture

- Common harmonic patterns in modern
worship music

- Left-hand patterns and rhythmic
grooves

- Contemporary voicings and chord
textures

- Balancing simplicity and musical

effectiveness in worship settings
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Week 3: Hymn Improvisation I—
Introductions, Cadences, and Simple
Interludes

- Creating introductions directly from
hymn melodies

- Basic cadential improvisation patterns
- Simple interlude construction between
verses

- Developing confidence through

repetition and sequence patterns

4 10/6

Week 4: Hymn Improvisation II—
Expanding Musical Flow

- Extending short musical ideas into
longer improvisations

- Creating offertory and communion
improvisations

- Developing melodic variation and
harmonic expansion

- Learning to improvise continuously

within worship contexts
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Week 5: Interludes and Modulation—
From Preparation to Spontaneity

- Designing interludes that support
congregational singing

- Melodic, chordal, and sequence-based
interludes

- Practical modulation techniques
between verses

- Transitioning from written interludes

to spontaneous musical response

10/20

Week 6: Reharmonization I—Color,
Function, and Emotional Shape

- Understanding harmonic function
before substitution

- Basic reharmonization techniques and
chord substitutions

- Secondary dominants and color tones

- Using harmony to shape mood and

theological emphasis

10/27

Week 7: Reharmonization 11—
Advanced Harmonic Language and
Turnkey Progressions

- Advanced reharmonization strategies

- Turnkey Progression #1 (3—2-1
melodic line)

- Turnkey Progression #2 (Pedal Point V
— Vi)

- Voice leading, passing harmony, and

expressive harmonic motion

11/3

Week 8: Improvisation in Real
Worship Contexts

- Improvising during prayer, offering,
communion, and transitions

- Responding musically in spontaneous
worship situations

- Collaborative improvisation with
vocalists and instrumentalists

- Developing sensitivity, listening, and

flexibility in live worship
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Week 9: Integrating Hymn
Leadership, Interludes, and

Reharmonization

- Combining introductions,
11/10

endings

traditional and contemporary styles
- Preparation for final performance

presentation

- Constructing complete hymn settings

modulations, reharmonized verses, and

- Leading hymns confidently in both

Week 10: Final Project and
Performance Presentation

playing skills

songs featuring:

* introductions

« interludes

» modulation

* reharmonization
* improvisation

10 11/17

- Reflection on musical growth and

worship leadership development

- Demonstration of cumulative service

- Performance of hymns and/or worship
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